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Participant List (updated 8/8/08) 
 
California 
 
Michael Sumner 
Research Fellow 
Thelton E. Henderson Center for Social Justice 
UC Berkeley 
 
Colorado 
 
LeRoy Romero 
Director  
State Minority and Women’s Business Office 
Colorado Office of Economic Development  
 
District of Columbia 
 
Aarathi Deshmukh 
Asian American Contractor Empowerment 
Project 
Asian American Justice Center 
 
Bridget Gonzales 
Chief, Office of Legislative, Education and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
Minority Business Development Agency 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
 
Efrain Gonzalez 
Chief, Office of Business Development 
Minority Business Development Agency 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
 
Ronald N. Langston 
National Director 
Minority Business Development Agency 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
 
Anjali Thakur 
Deputy Director for Field Operations  
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
 
Delaware 
 
L. Jay Burks 
Executive Director 
Office of Minority and Women Business 
Enterprise 
Delaware Office of Management and Budget 
 
Florida 
 
Torey Alston 
Director, Office of Supplier Diversity 
Florida Dep’t of Management Services 

Illinois 
 
Colette Holt 
Colette Holt & Associates 
 
Iowa 
 
Donna Lowery 
Program Manager 
Targeted Small Business (TSB) Financial 
Assistance Program, State of Iowa 
 
Mary Montgomery 
TSB Certification Program Administrator 
Iowa Dep’t of Inspections & Appeals 
 
Kansas 
 
Jason Banks 
Supplier Diversity Coordinator 
Procurement & Contract Compliance 
Unified Government of Wyandotte County 
 
Lazone Grays 
President/CEO 
IBSA, Inc. and Consultant to M/WBE programs 
in Kansas City, KS, Leavenworth, and Topeka 
 
Rhonda Harris 
Director, Office of Minority & Women Business 
Development 
Kansas Dep’t of Commerce 
 
Linda Vargas 
Compliance Specialist, Office of Minority & 
Women Business Development 
Kansas Dep’t of Commerce 
 
Doria Watson 
Civil Rights Administrator 
Kansas DOT Office of Civil Rights 
 
Kentucky 
 
Melvin Bynes 
Branch Manager, Office of Civil Rights and 
Small Business Development 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
 
Louisiana 
 
John Matthews 
Director, Small Business Services 
Louisiana Economic Development 
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Maryland 
 
Zenita Wickham Hurley  
Director 
Office of Minority Business Enterprise 
Maryland DOT 
 
Luwanda Jenkins 
Special Secretary 
Governor’s Office of Minority Affairs 
 
Massachusetts 
 
Gladymar Parziale 
Deputy Director 
Affirmative Market Program 
Massachusetts Operational Services Division 
 
Patricia Vacca 
Manager, New England Office Supply 
Business Advisory Board Member 
MA Affirmative Market Program 
 
Missouri 
 
Tony Buhr 
Intern, Office of Supplier & Workforce Diversity 
Missouri Office of Administration 
 
Susie Caruso  
Program Manager 
Financing and Purchasing Department 
Jackson County 
 
Deborah Chen 
MWDBE Division Manager 
City of Kansas City, MO 
 
Michael M. Collins 
District Office Director 
U.S. Senator Christopher "Kit" S. Bond 
 
Angel McCormick Franks 
Director 
Office of Supplier & Workforce Diversity 
Missouri Office of Administration 
 
Ronald Hopkins 
Director of Operations 
MidAmerica Minority Business Development 
Council 
 
Ollie J. Johnson 
Lead-Senior Contract Compliance Investigator 
City of Kansas City, MO 
 

Chris Kelly 
Program Coordinator-Supplier Diversity 
Metropolitan Community College 
 
Jacqueline Hall Kelly 
Director, Minority Business Development 
University of Missouri 
 
Kevin Lockett 
Manager, Research & Policy for Minority 
Entrepreneurship; and Deputy Director, Urban 
Entrepreneur Partnership, Inc. 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation  
 
Patrice Manuel 
Senior Principal 
P/Strada, LLC 
 
Jana Weitkemper 
Project Director 
Small Business Transportation Resource Center 
University of Missouri 
 
Minnesota 
 
Hope Jensen 
Director, Office of Civil Rights 
Minnesota DOT 
 
Mississippi 
 
Richard Speights 
Director 
Minority & Small Business Development 
Mississippi Development Authority 
 
New York 
 
Michael Jones-Bey 
Executive Director, Division of Minority & 
Women's Business Development 
Empire State Development 
 
North Carolina 
 
Rick Baskett, Sr. 
Deputy Director, (NC) Office for Historically 
Underutilized Businesses 
 
Shelton Russell 
Business Development Manager 
NCDOT Civil Rights & Business Development 
 
Bridget Wall-Lennon 
Director, (NC) Office for Historically 
Underutilized Businesses 
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Ohio 
 
Sharon Smith 
Manager 
Office of Management & Technical Services 
Division of Minority Business Affairs 
Ohio Department of Development 
 
South Carolina 
 
Margaret Woodson 
Director 
Governor’s Office of Small and Minority 
Business Assistance (OSMBA)  
 
Tennessee  
 
Michelle Proctor 
Director, Business Enterprise Resource Office 
Tennessee Department of Economic & 
Community Development 
 
Utah 
 
Fred Lange 
Director, Utah Procurement and Technical 
Assistance Centers (UPTAC) 
Governor's Office of Economic Development 
 
Washington 
 
Cynthia Cooper 
Director 
Washington State Office of Minority & Women’s 
Business Enterprises 
 
Brenda Nnambi 
Director 
Office of Equal Opportunity 
Washington State DOT 
 
Wisconsin 
 
E. Aggo Akyea 
Director 
Bureau of Minority Business Development 
Wisconsin Dep’t of Commerce 
 
Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development (Oakland, CA) 
 
Marsha Caldwell 
Executive Assistant and Human Resource 
Director 
Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development  

 
Roger Clay 
President and CEO 
Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development  
 
Tim Lohrentz 
Program Manager; 
Director, Inclusive Business Initiative 
Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development  
 
Esther Polk 
Manager, Program Support 
Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development  
 
Melissa Ramos 
Program Manager 
Insight Center for Community Economic 
Development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


