[image: image2.jpg]ROOTED IN SUCCESS 'REACHING FOR CHANGE

November 1 2009 | Washington, DC





Call for Workshop Presenters
The National Network of Sector Partners (NNSP), an initiative of the Insight Center for Community Economic Development, seeks proposals for workshops at the 2009 NNSP National Conference, to be held November 10-13 in Washington, D.C.
The NNSP National Conference, which occurs every two years, is the premier event for those interested in sector initiatives - regional, industry-focused approaches to workforce and economic development that improve access to good jobs and/or increase job quality in ways that strengthen an industry's workforce.  The conference brings together sector initiative leaders, policy-makers, researchers, business, labor, and others interested in promoting economic vitality and opportunity for workshops, plenaries, site visits, industry-specific convenings, and the chance to compare notes.  Workshop presenters receive discounted conference registration.
This year's conference takes place in Washington, DC at a time of unprecedented change and opportunity for the sector field.  It promises to be an exciting time and place for leaders of the sector movement.
Please submit the attached proposal with a description of your presentation topic to nnspconference@insightcced.org by September 18.  Proposals will only be accepted by email.
Presentations

NNSP seeks proposals for workshops highlighting:

· successful practice models
· innovative policy solutions
· useful tools and methods for the sector field.
NNSP seeks workshops that:

· will successfully engage conference participants (to be considered, workshops must be designed to include participant interaction)
· will offer clear and useful information
· are led by individuals who have in-depth firsthand experience with their topics
Content must be informational/educational, not commercial. 
Target Audience
This national conference is designed for NNSP members, partners, and supporters from across the country, representing:
· regional sector initiatives
· community and faith-based employment and job-training organizations

· community college workforce development initiatives

· local workforce investment boards

· state workforce agencies and other agencies involved in developing and implementing state sector strategies, including economic development, community/technical colleges, and human services

· research and consulting organizations
· labor-management partnerships

· industry associations and employer groups

· other workforce intermediary organizations

· public and private workforce funders
· transitional jobs and alternative staffing programs

· others interested in promoting economic vitality and opportunity
NNSP expects workshop participants with varying levels of expertise and subject matter knowledge. Participants will be highly interested in learning from each other, discussing best practices, and exploring innovative strategies, policies, tools, and resources.

Workshop Structure

Workshops should last 1½ hours and be designed to accommodate 50 attendees.  In order to be considered, workshops must include participant interaction components.  We also may be interested in a small number of in-depth, highly interactive workshops for 25 attendees. Please indicate as part of your application if you would be interested in re-designing your workshop in this way.

Submitting your Proposal

Please submit workshop proposals no later than Friday, September 18.

All proposals must be submitted via email to nnspconference@insightcced.org.  Please use the application form (the last two pages of this document), and provide all information it requests.  

Workshop proposals will be evaluated on the following criteria:

· relevance to theme
· relevance to target audience
· documented impacts of programs/policies for workers, industries, and systems
· extent of presenters’ experience with their topics
· how well workshop design encourages audience participation/interaction
NNSP will notify the lead presenter of proposal status by Wednesday, September 30.  Lead presenters must coordinate all aspects of presentation with your co-presenters.   
Audio Visual

We discourage the use of PowerPoint for presentations and hope to encourage more interactive workshops.  Presenters using Power Point must bringing their own laptop computers and LCD projectors.  NNSP staff will determine the need for microphones.  Basic equipment (flipchart, pens, etc) will be provided at no charge to the presenter.  For other items that may be needed, please check with the NNSP staff on availability. 
Materials

Presenters must provide 50 copies of workshop materials for participants in each workshop. Presenters must also provide NNSP electronic copies of all workshop materials prior to the conference. NNSP will post workshop materials on-line after the conference.  Instead of PowerPoint presentations, we request short supporting handouts such as 1-2 page issue briefs or pre-existing documents that can be distributed after each presentation.  .
Merging and Editing

NNSP reserves the right to merge workshops and to edit the workshop description and title if necessary.  We will try to do so in consultation with all affected lead presenters.
We may also follow up with lead presenters to suggest revisions to workshop content or format, particularly to promote interactivity and alignment with conference themes.
Workshop Themes

NNSP seeks workshops related to the following conference themes and topics:
· Sector Essentials, especially:
· best practices for design and development of sector initiatives
· best practices for operation of sector initiatives and partnerships

· examples of innovative and successful sector initiatives
· Green Economy, especially:
· promising practices for effectively predicting labor market needs in emerging industries

· examples of innovative and successful sector initiatives in construction, energy, and manufacturing

· Engaging Industry, especially:

· innovative practices for effectively measuring benefits to industry of sector partnerships

· examples of innovative and successful efforts to engage industry in sector partnerships, including decision making, sector initiative operations/activities, and funding.
· Policy Support for Sector, especially:
· examples of sector initiatives that have led or participated in successful efforts to influence policy

· Systems Change, especially:
· innovative practices for integrating adult basic education and/or English as a Second language and occupational skills training
· examples of local workforce systems that have successfully transformed themselves through a sector-based approach
· examples of sector initiatives that have created lasting change in systems, institutions, or policies
· Improving Job Quality, especially:
· examples of sector initiatives that have worked successfully to improve job quality in their target industries

· Increasing Access to Good Jobs, especially:
· examples of sector initiatives successfully addressing disparities in labor market representation in target industries, particularly with respect to women and people of color, including effective practices and other success factors
· examples of innovative research practices that use sector to increase access to quality jobs for women and communities of color
· Sector in a Down Economy, especially
· promising practices for predicting labor market needs in turbulent times

· examples of innovative sector initiatives funded by the Recovery Act
· examples of sector initiatives that have helped in job creation

· examples of sector initiatives that have successfully adapted in response to the economic downturn
· Sustaining sector initiatives, especially:
· innovative practices in sustaining sector initiatives
Registration
All presenters must register for the conference at a special, discounted registration rate.  Presenters must cover the cost of registration as well as travel and hotel expenses.  NNSP will provide you a presenter registration code when you receive your workshop confirmation materials.  If you have already registered for the conference, you will receive your registration discount retroactively.
Our conference rates for 2009 are:

	Early Bird Registrations (by September 15)
	

	
	Member
	$495

	
	Member - Workshop Presenter
	$445

	
	Non-Member
	$695

	
	Non-Member-Workshop Presenter
	$595

	 

	General Registrations (after September 15)
	

	
	Member
	$695

	
	Member-Workshop Presenter
	$645

	
	Non-Member
	$845

	
	Non-Member-Workshop Presenter
	$795

	 

	Day of Conference Rates
	

	
	Member
	$795

	
	Non-Member
	$995

	 

	Day Rates
	

	
	Member
	$345

	
	Non-Member
	$395


For more information about the conference, see www.nnsp.org/nnsp-conference.html.

To register, go to www.greenmoonsolutions.com/nnsp2009.

Workshop Proposal

Please provide us contact information for the proposed workshop presenters. NNSP will communicate with the primary presenter.  It is this person’s responsibility to organize the workshop, communicate with NNSP about the workshop, assure its quality, and keep co-presenters informed about all matters relating to the workshop.

Lead Presenter:


Title:



Organization:


Phone:


E-mail:



Co-Presenter:


Title:



Organization:



Phone:



E-mail:



Co-Presenter:


Title:



Organization:



Phone:



E-mail:



Please provide the following information, which will be used in the conference program, on the NNSP website, and in other informational materials about the conference.
· Title

· Summary (100 words or less)

· Description, including:
· conference theme/s addressed
· content to be presented
· who should attend
· structure and plans for participant interaction
· desired outcomes for participants
· materials that will be provided to participants

· Qualifications of Presenters, including:
· documented impacts of programs/policies to be described 
· brief bio for each presenter identifying his/her relevant expertise
Submit proposals by e-mail to nnspconference@insightcced.org by September 15.
If you have questions, please contact Tarecq Amer at (510) 251-2600, x138.[image: image1.png]
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